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C. T. Vivian’s Place in History is Secure!
BY BUNNIE JACKSON-RANSOM

Dr. Vivian was a walking-talking
history book.  Maybe I know this because
our paths cross so very much lately.  We
show up at the same community events.  I
have visited him in his home library/of-
fice—which is another amazing experi-
ence.  He was a dearly beloved friend.

What a life this man has led.  A
civic leader, minister, educator, author,
community activist and much more, Dr.
Vivian is known as a friend and lieutenant
of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. who sacrificed and committed during
the heat of the civil rights movement.  The
amazing feat about Dr. Vivian—“C.T.” as
his friends call him—
was that he remained in
the midst of the civil
service movement. And
he has one of most en-
dearing smiles I have
ever seen.

The Reverend
Dr. Cordy Tindell Vi-
vian was born July 30,
1924 in Boonville, Mis-
souri.  He migrated with
his mother to Macomb,
Illinois and attended
public schools.  He
graduated from Western
Illinois University,
where he worked as the
sports editor for the
school newspaper. He
participated in his first
sit-in demonstration,
which successfully inte-
grated Barton’s Cafete-
ria in Peoria, IL, in 1947 when he was 23
years old and working as recreation direc-
tor for the Carver Community Center.

It was in 1959 when Vivian
moved south to Nashville, TN to study the
ministry at American Baptist College
where he met Reverend James Lawson
who was teaching Mahatma Gandhi’s non-
violent direct action strategy to the Student
Central Committee. John Lewis, Diane
Nash, Bernard Lafayette, James Bevel and
others engaged in a nonviolent campaign
for justice. In April, 1960, thousands of
demonstrators marched on City Hall where
Reverend Vivian and Diane Nash chal-
lenged Nashville Mayor Ben West.  The
demonstration resulted in Mayor West pub-
licly admitting that racial discrimination
was morally wrong. C.T. was one of the
founders of the Nashville Christian Lead-
ership Conference that organized sit-ins
and civil rights marches and other protests.
They were among the student civil rights
activists who replaced the injured CORE
(Congress of Racial Equality) Freedom
Riders on the bus into Jackson, Mississippi.

As the editor of the Sunday
School Publishing House for the National
Baptist Convention in Nashville, C.T. met
Martin Luther King while interviewing
him at Fisk University for an editorial
piece about the movement.  Their friend-
ship and the meeting of their minds, how-
ever, started on a train ride—a prayer
pilgrimage—to Washington to celebrate
the Montgomery boycott victory.  The
train entourage started in Texas; other

trains joined in—picking up foot soldiers
along the way—and C.T. got on board in
Nashville. During the train ride, these two
preachers talked about The Reverend
Kelly Miller Smith, a pastor of the First
Baptist Church in Nashville whom both of
them admired. C.T. was 32 years old and
King was around 27 years old; 4 ½ years
younger than C.T.  They also discussed the
story that CT had written and published
about Martin and they talked about the is-
sues of nonviolent direct action. The train
caravan ended in DC where Martin Luther
King did a speech on voting rights—the
power of the vote.

Vivian moved on to Chattanooga
to pastor the First Com-
munity Church. In 1963
King invited Vivian to
join the executive staff
of the SCLC as the di-
rector of SCLC affiliates
coordinating the activi-
ties of local civil rights
groups nationwide.  Vi-
vian traveled across the
USA making speeches
for SCLC and preach-
ing. C.T. recalls an occa-
sion in Norfolk when he
stepped into a pulpit to
preach for Martin, fac-
ing a congregation of
6,000 plus, who ex-
pected to hear Martin
Luther King. But Martin
was comfortable send-
ing C.T. to preach in his
stead; Martin is often
quoted as having said

“C.T. was the best preacher he had ever
heard.”  Vivian was a close advisor to King
and the organizer of many demonstrations,
especially in Birmingham, Selma,
Chicago, Nashville, the March on Wash-
ington; and St. Augustine, Florida. The St.
Augustine campaign led directly to the
passage of the landmark Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and Vivian’s role in it was hon-
ored when he returned in 2008 to dedicate
a Freedom Trail of historic sites of the civil
rights movement.

Two years later, in an incident
that would make national news, Vivian
confronted Sheriff Jim Clark on the steps
of the Selma courthouse during a voter
registration drive. After an impassioned
speech by Vivian, Clark struck him, there-
fore showing Clark to the world as a racist.
Vivian said to Clark, “You can turn your
back on me but you cannot turn your back
on the concept of justice.”

During the summer following the
Selma Movement, Dr. Vivian conceived
and directed an educational program called
“Vision,” and put 702 Alabama students in
college with scholarships. This program
later became known as Upward Bound.
His 1970 Black Power and the American
Myth was the first book to provide an
analysis on the Civil Rights movement by
a member of King’s staff.    He is featured
in the PBS series entitled Eyes on the
Prize, a commentary on the Civil Rights
Movement.

Personal Reflections
The Atlanta Inquirer Endures For 60 Years
BY CHARLES A. BLACK
Editor, 1962-65

It was July of 1960 when a
“white man” walked into the Auburn Av-
enue office of the Atlanta Student Move-
ment, and asked for the Founding
Chairman Lonnie C. King, Jr. The female
student volunteer receptionist escorts the
stranger back to Lonnie’s office.

Lonnie is startled to see this
white stranger standing before him. He
probably almost reverted to his Navy train-
ing and championship boxing instincts, be-
fore the stranger
introduced himself as
the owner of Hill’s Of-
fice Supply next door.
Then Lonnie realized
that the gentleman was
not a threat; but was a
Black man of fair com-
plexion. It was Kassuth
Hill, and he had a sug-
gestion and an offer.

Hill had a
printing press and a la-
tent newspaper called
The Atlanta Inquirer.
He had seen the mimeo-
graphed flyer, The Stu-
dent Movement and You,
that the students were
distributing throughout
the community to in-
form residents, and mo-
bilize support for their
campaigns. Hill thought
the Movement deserved
a better organ of expres-
sion.

The student flyer had become
necessary because the only Black newspa-
per in town, The Atlanta Daily World, op-
posed the students’ activities, and refused
to give favorable, or even objective, cov-
erage to our efforts. The publisher, C.A.
Scott, even editorialized against the Move-
ment.

Hill offered the services of his
printing press and the name of his inactive
newspaper to the cause. Hence, Atlanta’s
progressive Black community now had a
new and powerful voice, The Atlanta In-
quirer that would “Seek out the Truth and
Report it Impartially, Without Fear or
Favor!” It was a new day for Atlanta! It
was a new day for the city’s Black com-
munity! It was a new day for Human and
Civil Rights!

The stockholders of The Inquirer
elected a stellar board of directors and of-
ficers to begin its journey into the hearts
and minds of Atlanta. Jesse Hill, Jr. was
elected President; Dr. Clinton Warner, Vice
President; M. Carl Holman, Secretary, and
Johnny Johnson, Treasurer. Other mem-
bers of the board were: J. Lowell Ware,
who assumed the printing duties; E. M.
Martin, J. B. Blayton, Jr., Rev. J. A. Mid-
dleton, Herman Russell, Dr. Charles
Goosby, Mrs. C. H. Gibson, and Sen.
Leroy Johnson. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
would be added to the board at a later date. 

M. Carl Holman was the first Ed-
itor. Later editors included Bill Strong, Ju-

lian Bond, myself, Ernest Pharr, David
Stanley and   John B. Smith, Jr.

Many early staff members were
teachers from Price High School; includ-
ing John B. Smith, Sr., Pharr, Stanley, Jon-
delle Johnson, Eddie Billups, Roy Hadley,
Gus Clay, and others. Billups became Ad-
vertising Manager, succeeded by John B.
Smith, Sr., who later became Publisher.
Jondelle, initially a social columnist, be-
came a hard-hitting news reporter who put
the fear of her pin and mine in the hearts
of city leaders.

John B. Smith, Sr.
would eventually be-
come President of the
National Newspapers
Publishers Association.
Following his death in
April 2017, his son John
B. Smith, Jr. took the
helm of the corporation;
and continues to steer
the ship of inquiry and
truth.
Crusading campaigns
that Jondelle and I
waged included a police
brutality case; involving
a white officer in his 20s
who had, unprovoked,
badly beaten a mild-
mannered Black man in
his 40s, about the head
and face with a night-
stick; on Baker Road
near Hightower Road
(now H. E. Holmes).
Jondelle wrote news sto-
ries and I wrote editori-

als for weeks, until Police Chief Herbert
Jenkins agreed to meet with us about the
matter.

In that meeting, Jenkins had an
aide bring in the file of the abusing officer.
In his file were three letters of reference
from the small North Georgia town where
he lived. The letters were from the mayor
of his town, the chief of police and the
sheriff. Two of the letters said: “He’s from
a very bad family; wouldn’t hire him under
any circumstance.” The third letter stated
“He’s from a very bad family, but maybe
he’s different.” Chief Jenkins turned and
asked his aide, “How did this guy get hired
in the first place?” To which I asserted,
“That’s a very good question, Chief.” The
officer was fired. This was the only such
case of an Atlanta police firing for brutality
of which I was aware until recently.

Mayor Ivan Allen once told me
that the first thing he did every Thursday
morning was to read The Atlanta Inquirer,
to see if he was in trouble. This was partly
sparked by the national embarrassment
that he had suffered for putting up barri-
cades across southwest Atlanta streets, in-
cluding Peyton Road and Utoy Springs
Road, to block Black citizens from moving
into the white communities to the South. I
had one of our photographers, Henry
“Flash” Dodson, to photograph one of the
barricades; and ran it front page above the

Atlanta and the Nation Mourns the Losses of John R. Lewis and C. T. Vivian
BY JOHN B. SMITH, JR.

On Friday, July
17, 2000, the world was
shocked when we received
the news that two noted
Civil Rights leaders, United
States Congressman for
Georgia, John Robert
Lewis, and Reverend Dr.
Cordy Tindell “C. T.” Vi-
vian both had died.

John Lewis was
born on February 21, 1940
in Troy, Alabama, one of
ten children, to Willie Mae
Carter and Eddie Lewis and

served in the United States
House of Representatives
for Georgia’s 5th congres-
sional district from 1987
until his death. An amazing
story of struggle and tri-
umph, Lewis fought as a
Civil Rights activist and
Freedom Rider, notably in
the 1960s, for racial deseg-
regation, equality and op-
portunity for all and to end
discrimination. Lewis
served as the chairman of
the Student Nonviolent Co-
ordinating Committee

(SNCC) from 1963 to 1966.
He helped to organize the
1963 March on Washing-
ton. Known for organizing
and getting wounded in the
1965 Selma to Montgomery
march across the Edmund
Pettus Bridge, Lewis and
other nonviolent, peaceful
demonstrators had been vi-
ciously attacked and beaten
by armed Alabama police-
men.

The “Good trou-
ble, necessary trouble”
leader will be missed
throughout the nation. We
thank him for his leadership

and the example that he left.
He died after a fight with
stage IV pancreatic cancer.

He served from
1991 as a Chief Deputy
Whip and from 2003 as
Senior Chief Deputy Whip.
He received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom in 2011,
presented by United States
President Barack Obama.

Lewis graduated
from the American Baptist
Theological Seminary in
Nashville, Tennessee and
was ordained as a Baptist
minister. He received a
bachelor’s degree in reli-

gion and philosophy from
Fisk University. 

While in
Nashville, Tennessee, he
had organized sit-ins at seg-
regated lunch counters. He
and the Nashville boycotts
helped to desegregate lunch
counters in Nashville. He
was also instrumental in or-
ganizing bus boycotts and
other nonviolent protests in
the fight for voter and racial
equality.

Lewis has often
recalled the amount of vio-
lence he and other Freedom
Riders endured. In Birm-
ingham, they were beaten
with baseball bats, chains,
lead pipes, rocks and
stones. 

Lewis had been a

longtime friend and sup-
porter of The Atlanta In-
quirer newspaper since its
founding.

Atlantan and Civil
Rights activist Xernona
Clayton Brady remembers
her friend and recalls that
she introduced John Lewis
to his future wife Lillian.
Xernona Clayton Brady’s
and John Lewis’s friendship
goes way back. When see-
ing him the week before he
died, she said that he
thanked her for her friend-
ship.

“He lived such an
amazing life,” Clayton
Brady commented. “I’ve
lost my good friend.”

Rev. Dr. C.T. Vivian
Charles Black

‘Good Trouble’ Hero Succumbs. Pictured here is At-
lanta Inquirer publisher John B. Smith, Jr. and U. S.
Congressman John Lewis in 2010 celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of The Atlanta Inquirer newspaper. John
Lewis had been a supporter and advocate of The Inquirer
since its inception.   PHOTO BY JOHN F. “JACK” TOLSON

Reverend Dr. Cordy Tindell “C. T.” Vivian—The fu-
neral for the Reverend Cordy Tindell “C. T.” Vivian was
held on Thursday, July 23, 2020 at the Providence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, with Reverend Gerald Durley of-
ficiating. The funeral was open only for family due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Civil Rights fighter Vivian had
served as one of the leaders of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC).

‘Face In The Place’ Activist Lowery Remembered—
Revered Dr. Joseph Echols Lowery and Evelyn G.
Lowery. Joseph Echols Lowery died on March 27, 2020.
With the loss of both John Lewis and Reverend Dr. C. T.
Vivian, the world also recalls and the life and legacy of
Reverend Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, born on October 6, 1921
in Huntsville, Alabama. 

PHOTO BY JOHN B. SMITH, JR.

See Vivian’s Place Page 3 See Inquirer Page 3

See Atlanta Mourns Page 3



Austell, Georgia—In partnership with the River-
side EpiCenter, Olympic Gold Medalist and WNBA star
Angel McCoughtry will present 235 free EpiFIT Club
memberships for the balance of 2020 to first responders in
Metro-Atlanta to show gratitude for extraordinary sacrifice
during the COVID-19 pandemic. First responders include:

emergency medical technicians, paramedics, firefighters,
law enforcement officers, federal agents, 911 operators,
and military personnel.

“Atlanta is my home,” said McCoughtry. “I love
the people and the culture. My businesses and significant
relationships are here. I am grateful for the people who
serve our community in extraordinary ways. This is one
way that I can say ‘thank you’ for the sacrifices so many
have made during this time.”

McCoughtry, a long-time member of the WNBA
Atlanta Dream, before her recent transition to the Las
Vegas Aces, wears jersey number 35. The gesture of giving
235 EpiFIT Club memberships is a way for Angel to give
a big piece of herself to a cause that matters. Also, a healthy
lifestyle is a value that Angel holds dear. Giving health to
those who ensure the health of others is a gift that will
make a difference now and in the long-term.

“First Responders in our community have self-
lessly and sacrificially taken care of others for months. We
wanted to give them an outlet to ensure that they take care
of themselves as well” said Reggie May, EpiFIT Club Di-
rector. “Angel has been a long-time member and supporter
of the EpiFIT Club. We are proud to partner with her on
this program.”

The EpiFIT Club takes pride in being a compre-
hensive wellness experience for members and guests who
may want to work out on the fitness floor, take group
classes, play basketball, walk or run on the indoor track, or
take time to decompress by enjoying the whirlpool, jacuzzi,
and sauna areas. According to May, “During the COVID-
19 closure, we looked at how we can provide our mem-
bers—professionals like Angel and novices alike – with an
even better experience. We jumped at the opportunity to
upgraded our cardio equipment to brand new PRECOR
equipment, including treadmills, ellipticals, spin bikes, and
adaptive motion trainers. We are excited to share this first-
class experience with First Responders.”

First Responders who sign up for a free EpiFIT
Club membership will also receive a free pair of compres-
sion socks courtesy of Lasso Gear. “We are grateful for this
opportunity to play a small part in what Angel and the team
at Riverside EpiCenter are doing for the first responders in
our community! A small show of our heartfelt gratitude for
their dedication and bravery in the face of the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Isiah Hill, Head of Marketing at Lasso.
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Friday, July 31, 2020 Broadcast

8:00 am—Track Inspection
8:30 am - 9:00 am—Liqui Moly Junior Cup Practice 1 (30 min)
9:10 am - 9:40 am—Twins Cup Practice 1 (30 min)
9:50 am - 10:30 am—Supersport Practice 1 (40 min)
10:40 am - 11:10 am—Stock 1000 Qualifying Practice 1 (30 min)
11:20 am - 12:05 pm—HONOS Superbike Qualifying Practice 1 (45 min) MotoAmericaLivePlus Begins
12:15 pm – 12:45 pm—Dunlop M4 Suzuki Two-Seater Rides
1:00 pm - 1:30 pm—Liqui Moly Junior Cup Qualifying 1 (30 min)
1:40 pm - 2:20 pm—Supersport Qualifying 1 (40 min)
2:30 pm - 3:00 pm—Stock 1000 Qualifying Practice 2 (30 min)
3:10 pm - 3:55 pm—HONOS Superbike Qualifying Practice 2 (45 min)
4:05 pm - 4:35 pm—Twins Cup Qualifying 1 (30 min)

Saturday, August 1, 2020

8:00 am—Track Inspection
8:30 am - 9:00 am—Liqui Moly Junior Cup Qualifying 2 (30 min)
9:10 am - 9:40 am—Stock 1000 Free Practice 3 (30 min)
9:50 am - 10:20 am—HONOS Superbike Free Practice 3 (30 min) MotoAmericaLivePlus Begins
10:30 am - 11:00 am—Supersport Qualifying 2 (30 min)
11:15 am - 11:30 am—Superpole (15 min)
11:40 am - 12:10 pm—Twins Cup Qualifying 2 (30 min)
12:15 pm – 12:35 pm—Dunlop M4 Suzuki Two-Seater Rides
1:00 pm—Stock 1000 Race 1 (13 laps)
2:00 pm—Supersport Race 1 (18 laps) Live on Eurosport and MAVTV
3:00 pm—Opening Ceremonies
3:00 pm—HONOS Superbike Race 1 (19 laps) Live on FS1 and Eurosport 
4:00 pm—Liqui Moly Junior Cup Race 1 (11 laps) Delayed on FS2
5:00 pm—Twins Cup Race (12 laps) Live on Facebook
5:35 pm—Cycle Corral Parade Laps

Sunday, August 2, 2020

7:30 am—Track Inspection
8:00 am—Stock 1000 Warm Up (15 min)
8:25 am—Liqui Moly Junior Cup Warm Up (15 min)
8:50 am—Supersport Warm Up (15 min)
9:15 am—HONOS Superbike Warm Up (15 min) MotoAmericaLivePlus Begins
9:45 am – 10:15 am—Dunlop M4 Suzuki Two Seater Rides
12:00 pm—Stock 1000 Race 2 (13 laps) Live on Facebook
1:00 pm—Supersport Race 2 (18 laps) Live on Eurosport and MAVTV
2:00 pm—Liqui Moly Junior Cup Race 2 (11 laps) Delayed on FS2
3:00 pm—Opening Ceremonies
3:00 pm—HONOS Superbike Race 2 (19 laps) Live on FS1 and Eurosport

MotoAmerica Superbikes at Atlanta Fan and broadcast schedule 

ATLANTA—Ful-
ton County is partnering
with the Atlanta Hawks to
create Georgia’s largest-
ever voting precinct at
State Farm Arena, starting
with early voting on July
20 for the Georgia General
Primary Runoff Election
on August 11. This unique
partnership will allow tens
of thousands of voters to
cast their ballots for up-
coming elections while
maintaining CDC-recom-
mended social distancing
requirements at the state-
of-the-art facility. In addi-
tion, Fulton County
Registration & Elections
will conduct other elec-
tions support operations at
the site, including absentee
ballot processing and
more.

Leadership from
the Hawks offered use of
State Farm Arena to Fulton
County as a venue for
early voting and other
elections operations as part
of their commitment to
serving the community.
The Atlanta-Fulton County
Recreation Authority, a
government agency, is the
owner of the property and
leases the site to the At-
lanta Hawks organization.
In addition to offering the
venue, hundreds of Atlanta
Hawks & State Farm
Arena full-time and part-
time employees will be
trained to serve as election
workers to further support
the operations.

“Fulton County is
grateful to the entire At-
lanta Hawks organization
for being an outstanding
partner,” said Chairman
Robb Pitts. “Tony Ressler,
Steve Koonin and their or-

ganization have once again
demonstrated that the
Hawks are True to Atlanta.”

“When our own-
ership group purchased the
Hawks & State Farm Arena
five years ago, we were
clear that we felt it was our
responsibility to make sure
the organization was an im-
portant civic asset to the
city of Atlanta. Utilizing
State Farm Arena and our
incredible staff to make the
arena an accessible and
vital polling site in an im-
portant election year is a
fulfillment on that prom-
ise,” said Atlanta Hawks &
State Farm Arena Principal
Owner Tony Ressler.

In February, State
Farm Arena was named the
Best New Concert Venue in
the United States by Poll-
star Magazine and prior to
that was honored by the In-
ternational Association of
Venue Managers (IAVM)
with the 2019 Venue Excel-
lence Award (VEA). For
the second consecutive sea-
son, the Hawks finished
with the NBA’s top ranking
in overall in-game experi-
ence, a wide-ranging cate-
gory made up of the
following areas where the
team rated highly: arena
ushers, in-game entertain-
ment, in-arena technology,
in-arena retail, in-arena
food experience and more.

“State Farm
Arena is an ideal solution
to help us serve thousands
of voters while maintaining
social distancing require-
ments,” said Mary Carole
Cooney, Chairperson of the
Fulton County Board of
Registration & Elections.
“We appreciate the Hawks
for coming to us with this

creative solution.”
To provide greater accessi-
bility to voting, the Hawks
Foundation will be provid-
ing free parking to individ-
uals accessing the venue to
vote. More than 1500 park-
ing spots surrounding the
arena will provide compli-
mentary parking for vehi-
cles with a voter. 

MARTA CEO Jeff
Parker has approved re-
opening the MBS / State
Farm Arena / Georgia
World Congress Center /
CNN Center MARTA sta-
tion, providing additional
access. 

# TrueToAtlanta #
Home to the

NBA’s Atlanta Hawks Bas-
ketball Club, the award-
winning State Farm Arena
opened its doors in October
2018 following the 2nd
largest renovation in NBA
history. Inspired by the
fans, State Farm Arena is a

next-generation venue fo-
cused on experience, serv-
ice and entertainment. With
the NBA’s third-largest cen-
ter-hung scoreboard and an
immersive video experi-
ence, fan-friendly food
pricing and premium
restaurant options, Topgolf
Swing Suites and celebrity-
inspired spaces accessible
to every fan, the downtown
Atlanta arena stakes its
claim as the city’s best
sports and live entertain-
ment venue. Named Poll-
star’s 2020 Best New
Concert Venue, State Farm
Arena consistently ranks
among the top 10 concert
and event venues in the
world by and hosts nearly
200 events and nearly 2
million guests annually.
For more information on
State Farm Arena, log on to
www.statefarmarena.com
today or follow us on Twit-
ter @StateFarmArena.

Fulton County & Atlanta Hawks Partnering to Transform
State Farm Arena into Georgia’s Largest-Ever Voting Precinct

Mccoughtry Partners With Riverside Epicenter

Hawks Talon GC Falls to 76ers
GC in Best-of-Three Series

ATLANTA—On
July 17th, Hawks Talon
Gaming Club, the official
NBA 2K League affiliate of
the Atlanta Hawks, was de-
feated in two games as part
of a best-of-three series
with 76ers GC, the official
affiliate of the Philadelphia
76ers, in front of an interna-
tional viewing audience.
The results of each game
were 67-85 and 48-67.

“76ers GC’s
Coach (Jeff) Terrell is one
of the best in the league,
and his team showed
tonight why they’ve had
success in turning their sea-
son around,” Hawks Talon
GC’s Team Manager and
Head Coach Wesley Acuff
said. “Our team is ready to
give their best effort in next
week’s tournament.”

In the first game,
Atlanta native ARKELE
(Derrion Elmore) made his
franchise debut for Hawks
Talon GC after being se-
lected with the fourth-round
(62nd overall) selection in
the 2020 NBA 2K League
Draft. Hawks Talon’s BP
(Michael Diaz-Cruz) led
the team with 36 points and
a game-high eight assists.
LEE (Lee Lamb) con-
tributed with nine points
and a team-high nine re-
bounds, while MRSTYLEZ
(Andrew Valle) finished
with 16 points, two re-
bounds and two steals.
Rounding out the group
was ARKELE who con-
tributed with six points, six
rebounds and two assists,
and KEL (Mykel Wilson)
who added two assists.

In the second
game, LEE recorded a dou-
ble-double performance
after totaling a team-high
19 points and 13 rebounds.
He also added four assists.
BP scored 17 points and
dished out a team-high

eight assists, while KEL
finished with eight points
and two assists.
MRSTYLEZ added four
points, two rebounds and
two steals and ARKELE
closed out the group with
two rebounds and one
steal.

Hawks Talon (4-8)
will continue its remote
gameplay by competing in
THE TURN powered by
AT&T. This in-season tour-
nament will start with a
best-of-three series, with
the winner advancing to the
next round. All matches
will air live on the NBA 2K
League’s Twitch channels,
in addition to select
matches airing live on
ESPN’s digital platforms
and the NBA 2K League’s
YouTube channel.

To stay up to date
on Hawks Talon Gaming
Club, visit HawksTa-
lonGC.gg and follow the
team’s social channels on
Twitter, Instagram and
Facebook.

Hawks Talon GC
is the Atlanta Hawks affili-
ate team in the NBA 2K
League. Led by Head
Coach Wesley Acuff, Hawks
Talon GC was one of four
expansions team in the sec-
ond season of the NBA 2K
League, a professional
competitive gaming league
co-founded by the NBA and
Take-Two Interactive Soft-
ware, Inc.
(NASDAQ:TTWO). The
NBA 2K League features
the best NBA 2K players in
the world competing as
unique characters in 5-on-
5 play against other teams
in a mix of regular season
games, tournaments and
playoffs. For more informa-
tion on Hawks Talon GC,
visit hawkstalongc.gg or
follow the team on Twitter
and Instagram.



fold, with the caption “The Peyton Wall.” (This was during
the time that the Berlin Wall was still an international dis-
grace.)  After the national outcry led Allen to remove the
barricades, Former Mayor William B. Hartsfield chided
him with the advice: “Never make a mistake that can be
photographed.” 

The Atlanta Inquirer was largely responsible for
the election of Mayor Allen over Lester Maddox. During
the 1961 campaign, the Inquirer had helped to promote the
candidacy of State Representative M. M. “Mugsy” Smith,
who was being supported by some student leaders and the
“Young Turks” on the board of the paper. In 1948, Mugsy
had introduced legislation to “unmask” the KKK, making
him the “lesser of the evils” among the candidates. At the
height of the campaign, the Inquirer’s editorial cartoonist,
Maurice Pennington (Atlanta Life Insurance Company
graphic artist) drew a cartoon of Allen and Maddox sharing
the same suit, with the caption: “Cut From the Same
Cloth.” Smith supporters were contending that there was
no difference between the two of them.

It was during this time that I succeeded Lonnie
King as Chairman of the Movement. With a field of six
candidates, Allen and Maddox ended up in a runoff. Be-
lieving that our movement should not be endorsing candi-
dates in an election, I withdrew the students from support
of any candidate. This led Helen Bullock, Allen’s campaign
manager (Executive Secretary to Hartsfield, later to Allen
and then Sam Massell) to contact me on Allen’s behave. 

We met at the home of Ralph Long, Sr. I informed
them that the students would not be endorsing a candidate,
nor would we work in a campaign. Allen wasn’t worried
about losing to Maddox, because no Black voters would
vote for Maddox. I suggested to him that we had a third
choice. He quizzically inquired, “What’s that?”

I answered that we could “Go Fishing;” in which
case he would lose, because he needed the Black vote to
win. 

Then Helen counseled him, “Now, Ivan, maybe
you should listen to what he is saying,” I reminded Allen
of Pennington’s editorial cartoon, and suggested that many
Black voters saw no point in returning to the polls, because
they believed that there was no difference between him and
Maddox. Now that he was receptive, I demanded that he
demonstrate the distinction between them by publicly com-
mitting to a number of changes with respect to City em-
ployment and facilities; and that we would then actively
encourage Black voters to vote in the runoff; knowing that
choice was clear. He did. We did. He won. In 1964, Allen
was the only White elected official from the South to speak
in Washington in support of the 1964 Civil Rights bill.

Speaking of which, Fifth District Congressman
Charles Longstreet Weltner, for whom I had campaigned;
voted against the 1964 Civil Rights bill the first time
around. This led me to harshly criticize him in my Inquirer
column Subjectively Speaking in an article titled “Free
White and Twenty-One,” in which I postured that he didn’t
need a Civil Rights law because he was “free, white and
twenty-one.” He voted for the bill the second time around;
and, was the only Southern Congressman to do so. When I

saw him a couple of years before his death, he told me that
he had changed his vote because of my article. He recited
the exact title of the article. 

These are just a few of the many examples of the
power that The Atlanta Inquirer has wielded over the years,
in an effort to make Atlanta and the world Communities of
Brotherhood. 
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Tribute to Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery, Rev. C. T. Vivian and John Lewis

PHOTO BY HORACE HENRY

Lest We Forget.......
Passing of John Lewis Comes 8 Years
After Death of His Beloved Wife ‘Lil’ 
BY HAL LAMAR

My Congress rep and my brother John Robert
Lewis transitioned to his great beyond July 17, 2020 at age
80 following a short battle with pancreatic cancer. Yet, in
the midst of our mourning, I thought it fitting to note that
the man deemed a living saint by Time Magazine in 1975,
married a “saint” of his own when he met and married Lil-
lian Miles in 1968.

“Lil” as several of us in the black press grew to
call her, was a genuine bona-fide sweetheart who earned
our love and respect. She cherished her husband, so much
so, to insist no big fuss be made of her illness and resulting
death on New Year’s eve 2012. She didn’t want the focus
on her, but remain on her husband’s work.

According to a close friend Xernona Clayton,
who actually introduced the couple during an informal din-
ner party in Atlanta in late 1965. She told an Atlanta news-
paper “ I figured he needed a partner like Lillian and Lillian
needed someone who was moving into such important
areas. She was a sober-minded, level headed intellectual.”

In 1976, the Lewis’ adopted a four month old
child and named him John Miles. Now, 52 years after their
meeting which included 44 years of marriage and eight
years following their parting through death, John and Lil-
lian Miles Lewis are together again.

Amen.

John and Lillian Lewis

Civil Rights Icon, Rev. C.T. Vivian, Passes Away at Age 95
C.T. Vivian will be remembered as an American hero who dedicated his life to Civil Rights… 

ATLANTA, Georgia—On the morning of July
17, 2020, civil rights icon Reverend Cordy Tindell Vivian
peacefully passed away at his home. C.T. Vivian will be
remembered as one of the “men of movement” and an
American hero who dedicated his life to the Civil Rights
Movement as an advocate for non-violent action, working
closely with Dr. Martin Luther King Junior and Julian
Bond.” 

“The family is heartbroken at the loss of our fa-
ther, but proud of his life-long work to free America from
its tradition of racism, hate and violence. He loved all
mankind and will be missed. Rev. Vivian was preceded in
death by his wife of nearly 60 years, Octavia,” said his
daughter Denise Morse. 

A private service will be held for family only due
to COVID-19 at Providence Missionary Baptist Church at
11:00am on Thursday July 23, 2020. The service will be
live-streamed as well as broadcast on WSB. The funeral
processions are being handled by Darrell E. Watkins of
Willie A. Watkins Funeral Home. 

Rev. Vivian was awarded the highest medal of
honor, The Presidential Medal of Freedom, by President
Obama on November 20th, 2014 for his extensive work
alongside Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. where he helped lead
sit-ins and other demonstrations around the country. AJC
reporter Ernie Suggs described Rev. Vivian saying, “Re-
spectability was woven into the nonviolence doctrine that
Martin Luther King Jr. preached, and few practiced non-
violence as efficiently as the handsome, tall, slender and
well-versed Vivian.” 

Rev. Vivian’s contributions to the written word
will be remembered through his amassed collection of an
upwards of 6,000 volumes of African American authored

and African American heritage books that uphold the
African American voice in society. Rev. Vivian also
founded the non-profit corporation C.T. and Octavia Vi-
vian Museum & Archives, Inc. to provide a fund for the
management of the C.T. Vivian Collection now and into
the future. 

The curated collection features his collection of
books, numerous pieces of art, collectibles, and many of
the awards given to C.T. Vivian over his lifetime. This col-
lection, along with some of his original papers, a myriad
of awards, and artwork have been donated to the National
Monuments Foundation. His library will be recreated
within the base of The Peace Column Museum to be lo-
cated in the Rodney Cook, Sr. Park in Vine City, where
his legacy will be preserved forever. Rev. Vivian also con-
tinues to inspire and empower communities whilst further-
ing the ongoing conversation on Civil Rights through the
C.T. Vivian Leadership Institute Initiative. 

In lieu of flowers, the family is asking for con-
tributions to be made towards the preservation of the col-
lection as well as continuing his legacy by supporting The
C.T. and Octavia Vivian Museum & Archives, Inc. Ac-
cording board member George Andrews, “As we have lost
another legend of the Civil Rights Movement, we would
like to honor Rev. Vivian and are inviting those whose
lives he has touched or who may have heard him preach
to go to the website to make a donation to help preserve
and keep these books and his legacy alive.” More infor-
mation can be found about Rev. Vivian, his nonprofit C.T.
and Octavia Vivian Museum and Archives, and how to do-
nate by visiting www.ctovma.org. 

More details regarding the streaming service will
be provided at a later time. We are available to assist with
more details and interviews per your request.

FULTON COUNTY
ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSAL

Sealed proposals for 20RFP124887K-BKJ—Standby
Professional Services for Facilities Related Planning,
Design, Engineering and Assessments - Architectural
& Engineering Services for the Fulton County Real Es-
tate and Asset Management Department, will be accepted
by the Fulton County Department of Purchasing & Con-
tract Compliance electronically through BidNet Direct at
https://www.bidnetdirect.com/georgia/fultoncounty, on
Thursday, August 27, 2020. All proposals submitted must
be received no later than 11:00 a.m. local (Eastern) time
on the stated date.

Bid Bond: N/A   

Scope of Work: Fulton County, Georgia “County” is seek-
ing Proposals from qualified and experienced vendorsto
provide Standby Professional Services for Architectural
and Engineering Services in support of the Department of
Real Estate and Asset Management (DREAM) to establish
one (1) or more stand-by contracts for each group or dis-
cipline identified within this Request for Proposal (RFP) on
an “as needed-task assignment” basis for professional
services. The detailed scope of work and technical speci-
fications are outlined in the Scope of Work, Section 3 of
this proposal document.

Fee: N/A

Term of Contract: 1 Year with (2) One-Year Renewal Op-
tions.

A Pre-Proposal Conference, will be held on Thursday,
August 6, 2020 at 10:30 a.m., Zoom Pre-Proposal Con-
ference Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/7 143240964? pwd=aDFFQV-
FOUmxBRm|IRbmpuaGpNWEt5QT09,
Meeting ID: 714 324 0964, Passcode: 395031, to provide
bidders with information regarding the project and to ad-
dress any questions.

If you have any questions regarding this project please
contact Brian K. Jones, APA, at Email: brian.jones@ful-
toncountyga.gov.

Fulton County reserves the right to accept or reject any
or all bids and to waive technicalities. 

John R. Lewis was
preceded in death by his
wife Lillian in 2012. He is
survived by their son John
Miles Lewis of Atlanta.

Xernona Clayton
Brady commented on both
of her friends John Lewis
and Revered Dr. C. T. Vi-
vian. “They worked to-
gether and now going to
heaven together.”

“I felt a little
sad… sad that they won’t
be here anymore,” Clayton
Brady adds. They left such
a legacy. “They left us an
example and a template
how to be kind and good to
people.” They lived “such a
good and essential life.”

Cordy Tindell “C.
T.” Vivian was born July
30, 1924 in Boonville, Mis-
souri and lived for a period
of time in Illinois. 

He is known for
his activism since the
1940s. He was a sit-in
demonstrator and helped to
desegregate lunch counters
and cafeterias.

He studied at
American Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary (now called
American Baptist College)
in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Vivian and stu-
dents from American Bap-
tist, Fisk University and
Tennessee State University
organized a systematic non-
violent sit-in campaign at
local lunch counters. Vi-
vian’s efforts helped to de-
segregate Nashville.

In 2008, Vivian
founded and incorporated
the C. T. Vivian Leadership
Institute, Inc. (CTVLI) to

“Create a Model Leader-
ship Culture in Atlanta.”

He received the
Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in 2013, presented by
United States President
Barack Obama.

Friend and fellow
civil rights activist Rev-
erend Dr. Otis Moss, Jr.
commented about John
Lewis and C. T. Vivian also.
They “marched together,
went to jail together, and
now in eternity together.”
“They are in a great cloud
of witnesses.” Moss went
on to mention other great
leaders and activists that
preceded them in death in-
cluding longtime Atlanta
Inquirer publisher John B.
Smith, Sr. and Atlanta busi-
nessman Jesse Hill, Jr.

Referring to God’s
heavenly divine in which
these great leaders are now
a part of, “All are all in that
number,” Moss says.

On July 22, 2020,
there was a private funeral
for C. T. Vivian considering
the current COVID-19 pan-
demic. His son, Al Vivian,
made wonderful comments
about his father. Friends
and leaders also remi-
nisced.

Former Vice Pres-
ident Joe Biden, Baseball
legend Henry “Hank”
Aaron, Civil Rights activist
Ambassador Andrew
Young and multimedia
mogul Oprah Winfrey gave
virtual video tributes to Vi-
vian.

The Atlanta In-
quirer thanks both John R.
Lewis and C. T. Vivian for
their years of service to the
beloved community, to our
country and to the world.

Atlanta Mourns
Continued from Page 1

C.T. Vivian and
his wife relocated to Atlanta
in the early 1970’s where he
has continued his work as a
civil servant and an “insti-
gator” for human rights.  He
founded the Black Action
Strategies and Information
Center (BASICS), a work-
place consultancy on race
relations and multicultural
training.  He also organized
and served as chairman of
the board of the National
Anti-Klan Network, which
is known as the Center for
Democratic Renewal.  In
1984, he served with Jesse
Jackson’s presidential cam-
paign as the national deputy
director for the clergy. 

Trying his hand in
the world of business devel-
opment, Vivian helped to
establish and served on the
board of the Capitol City
Bank & Trust Co (Atlanta),
an African American owned
institution. During the Hur-
ricane Katrina disaster, he
launched Churches Helping
Churches to respond to the
need to help victims and
churches that were affected
by the storm.

He has been an ad-
vocate for Morris Brown
College by using his influ-

ence to draw attention to the
plight of the college and to
mobilize the Atlanta com-
munity to create the “Yes
We Care” campaign which
raised approximately
$500,000 toward the resur-
gence of the institution.

Dr. Vivian, who
never seems to get tired,
founded the C. T. Vivian
Leadership Institute, Inc., a
non-profit organization that
seeks to provide informa-
tion, strategies and best
practices to community or-
ganizations, institutions and
activists who desire educa-
tion and training on critical
issues of the time.  He con-
tinues to be a sought-after
public speaker and lectures
around the world.

C. T. Vivian has
been married to Octavia G.
Vivian, his bride of 56
years.  They have seven
children.  Their home is
filled with memories and
memorabilia of his life and
experiences and it is an
honor to listen to him tell
stories about his encoun-
ters. When I bump into him
at the neighborhood gro-
cery story, he greets me
with his engaging smile and
calls me “sister” and I am
amazed at the common
touch this great man main-
tained. 

C.T. Vivian’s Place
Continued from Page 1

Atlanta Inquirer Endures
Continued from Page 1

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Congressman David
Scott provided the following statement on the passing of
Congressman John Lewis:

“I am so brokenhearted at the passing of my dear
and beloved friend Congressman John Lewis, a man of
great courage and extraordinary love for us all.”

Scott on Passing of Congressman John Lewis



Since that day in
May when I announced I
would support Donald
Trump for president, my
motives have been ques-
tioned, my integrity assailed
and even my intelligence
challenged.  That is okay. I
am a lifelong Democrat, but
I am also a Black man, the
son of a World War II vet-
eran and a proud American.

In recent weeks,
there have been absurd calls
to defund and disband po-
lice departments across the
country by Democrats in re-
sponse to the unjust murder
of George Floyd. These are
extreme calls that will only
lead to more pain and suf-
fering in our most vulnera-
ble communities.

As the former
chief executive officer of
DeKalb County, Georgia, I
have had to manage one of
the largest police depart-
ments in the state of Geor-
gia. I have had the
experience of dealing with
police shootings and com-
forting the families of vic-
tims. But, at the same time,
I have also had the experi-
ence of losing two black po-
lice officers. I have had to
comfort their families in the
middle of the night and con-
sole their young children. I
know firsthand when others
are running away from
chaos, police officers are
running into the fight to
protect and serve.

President Trump
was sickened by the death
of George Floyd and is fully
committed to ensuring that
he will not have died in
vain. The president has
taken a commonsense ap-
proach to heal our nation.
President Trump made it
clear that he will protect all
Americans, serve as an ally
to peaceful protestors and
always uphold law and
order.

However, the pro-
testors were determined to

sow chaos and destruction
all in the name of racial
equality. Listen, during my
first legislative session in
the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives in 1993, I filed
the first bill in my career to
remove the Confederate
battle emblem from the
state flag. But, I also under-
stand the preservation of
our history, including the
good and the bad, and still,
I bow to no one in my advo-
cacy for the Black commu-
nity.

But unlike other
Washington politicians, this
president actually backed
up his words with actions.
He signed an executive
order on police reform, tak-
ing steps to build a better
bridge between law en-
forcement men and women
and their communities.       

This landmark ex-
ecutive order encourages
police to implement best
practices to protect the peo-
ple they serve. It sets the
highest professional stan-
dards for law enforcement
officers, while promoting
peace and equality for all
Americans. Under the
order, the Trump adminis-
tration will now prioritize
federal grants from the U.S.
Department of Justice to
police departments that
meet these high standards.
Additionally, the order
pushes forward the creation
of a national database of po-
lice misconduct. This data-
base will root out bad cops
and help create accountabil-
ity between police agencies.

In delivering his
remarks last week, Presi-
dent Trump accomplished
more in 40 minutes than Joe
Biden has in 40 plus years.
Where were Joe Biden and
the previous administration
for eight years in the White
House on this issue? I will
tell you: they were absent in
unifying this country.

The Black unem-

ployment rate under former
Vice President Biden and
the previous administration
averaged a horrific 12.8
percent. The number of
Black Americans in poverty
barely fell during Biden’s
administration, going down
by just 145,000 over eight
years.

By comparison,
more than double that num-
ber, 350,000 Black Ameri-
cans, were lifted out of
poverty during just the first
two years of the Trump ad-
ministration.

Even before that,
where was Biden for 36
years in the U.S. Senate on
this issue? I will tell you: he
was too busy shouting “my
children are going to grow
up in a jungle, the jungle
being a racial jungle.” That
racial jungle he was refer-
ring to includes Black and
brown Americans like me.
Right now, President Trump
is being defined as a racist
by the media, when in real-
ity Joe Biden is the full-
blooded bigot.

Do not take my
word for it, take then-Sena-
tor Joe Biden’s own words
for it: “The truth is, every
major crime bill since 1976
that’s come out of this Con-
gress, every minor crime
bill, has had the name of the
Democratic senator from
the State of Delaware: Joe
Biden.” Now that Joe Biden
is running for president in a
“woke” Democratic Party
in 2020, he is attempting to
sweep his racist legacy
under the rug. We cannot let
him.

Joe Biden is di-
rectly responsible for the
mass incarceration policies
of the 1980s and 1990s,
which decimated the Black
community. Biden authored
the 1994 Crime Bill, which
imposed mandatory mini-
mum sentences, dispropor-
tionately putting hundreds
of thousands of young
Black men in prison.

President Trump
has worked to undo injus-
tices within our criminal

justice system.  He signed
the Formerly Incarcerated
Reenter Society Trans-
formed Safely Transitioning
Every Person Act, or the
“First Step Act,” which is
the first major reform to our
criminal justice system in a
decade. Thanks to the pres-
ident’s leadership on this
issue, our criminal justice
system is fairer and our
communities are safer.

As Black Ameri-
cans, we need to be aware
of the clear choice in front
of us. Joe Biden has be-
trayed Black Americans
throughout his career in
Washington, D.C. President
Trump has spent his 3.5
years in office fighting to
improve the lives of Black
Americans.

We cannot be
tricked again. Democrats
like Biden will conve-
niently appear in our neigh-
borhoods and pander to us
from now until November.
Why? Because they only
care about Black people
during election years.

The leadership of
Joe Biden and President
Donald Trump is being re-
vealed for us all to see. Joe
Biden is divisive and inef-
fective. Meanwhile, Presi-
dent Trump is unifying,
pragmatic and fearless.

My 90-year-old
mother passed away in
April 2020. I learned my in-
dependent views from her.

I am black, and I
am a Democrat, but, “I
ain’t” voting for Joe Biden
this November.

Represen ta t ive
Vernon Jones represents the
citizens of District 91,
which includes portions of
DeKalb and Rockdale
counties. He was elected to
the House of Representa-
tives in 2016 and currently
serves on the Energy, Utili-
ties & Telecommunications,
Human Relations & Aging
and Transportation commit-
tees.

NOTE: This is not
an opinion of or endorsed
by The Atlanta Inquirer.
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Dear Editor:  
We been told we are at war with the infamous in-

visible Coronavirus.  But so far, all we see is that we are
trying to save those already infected/wounded, which is of
course a very important part in all wars. 

But, we are not seeing a massive effort to kill the
enemy before it enters the human body. 

News on television have shown massive spraying
against coronavirus in cities, by other nations, but we have
not seen that done in America.    

In war, the objective is to “kill the enemy before
he kills you”.

And obviously, this extremely dangerous enemy
needs to be killed before it enters the human body. 

Yet, we do not see much visible evidence that this
country is on the attack against this murderous virus.

This invisible enemy could be anywhere, since it
has been spreading around the world.

Our super smart human race has been playing
with it in laboratories, GROWING IT!  

To make it worst, our tax dollars paid for it!
This enemy has already taken precious lives in

America.  
Wake up America! 
IT IS TIME TO ATTACK, AND ERADICATE

THIS MENACE EVERYWHERE! 
In doing so, we should take all safety pre-cau-

tions, of course, in trying to exterminate this enemy in our
homes, our vehicles, all business, offices, public buildings,
and everywhere else!  

Manuel Ybarra, Jr.
17472  CR  3765

Coalgate, OK 74538
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“Common sense and intelligence can still deter-
mine what we do, even in this crazy environment. We’re
not going to use our children as guinea pigs.” —
New York Governor Andrew Cuomo

Of the many questions the deadly coronavirus
pandemic has forced the nation to confront, the question
of whether to reopen schools is one of the toughest.

Experts agree that the shutdown is widening the
racial achievement gap. Black parents are far more likely
to work in jobs that can’t be done from home, so they’re
less available to supervise at-home learning. More than a
third of low-income households with school-age children
don’t have high-speed internet access, compared to just 6%
of affluent households. One in four teenagers in a low-in-
come household don’t have access to a computer.

Getting students safely back in school should be
a top priority. But the Trump administration keeps ignoring
the “safely” part.

It’s true that children seem less susceptible to in-
fection, but scientists aren’t sure why.  Children under 19
represent 22 percent of the population, but only 5 percent
of coronavirus cases. And 90 percent of children who con-
tracted the virus experienced mild or non-existent symp-
toms. But children with underlying conditions such as
diabetes, congenital heart disease, seizures and obesity are
at higher risk for serious symptoms. And far too little is
known about a rare but serious complication of the virus
known as multi-symptom inflammatory disease, or the role
children might play in spreading the virus to adults.

Rather than devise a comprehensive plan do deal
with the risks, the Trump administration wants to ignore
them. The Centers for Disease Control has issued guide-
lines for schools, but both President Trump and Vice Pres-
ident Pence have urged school districts not to follow them
and have even pressured the CDC to change them.

The National Academies of Science, Engineering
and Medicine, an influential committee of scientists and
educators, this week issued a report that stressed the ur-
gency for younger children to attend school in person. But
the committee recommended safety guidelines even more
stringent than the CDC’s, experts went further than guide-
lines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, calling for surgical masks to be worn by all
teachers and staff members during school hours, and for
cloth face coverings to be worn by all students, including
those in elementary school.

According to an alarming report by the Washing-
ton Post, “White House officials hope Americans will grow
numb to the escalating death toll and learn to accept tens
of thousands of new cases a day.”

Simply put: we will not.
President Trump himself has pointed toward the

experiences of countries like Germany, Denmark, Norway,
and Sweden, where reopened schools have not led to major
outbreaks. But the virus is under far better control in Eu-
rope than it is in the United States. The U.S. has set new
records for daily infections seven times in the span of 11
days.  In the past two weeks, more than 692,000 new cases
were reported in the U.S. The European Union, with a third
more residents, reported about one-twelfth as many cases. 

We desperately need to send children back to
school. And we desperately need to reopen our economy.
But we can’t do either until we bring the virus under control. 

Marc H. Morial is President and CEO of the Na-
tional Urban League.

BY THOMAS L. KNAPP
NBC News re-

ports that US president
Donald Trump is “furious”
over “underwhelming” at-
tendance at his June 20
campaign rally in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Only 6,200 of
19,000 seats ended up
cradling Trump supporters’
butts. An optimistically pre-
arranged overflow area
went unused.

E x p l a n a t i o n s
abound: Trump’s campaign
spokesman, Tim Murtaugh,
blames “radical protesters,
coupled with a relentless
onslaught from the media.”
Others note the 95-degree
heat combined with thun-
derstorms—not the weather
combination most con-
ducive to standing in lines.

Still others credit a social
media campaign to request
but not use tickets to the
event.

The most obvious
and likely explanations are
simpler.

First, Trump isn’t
as popular, nor is his base as
enthusiastic and energized,
at the moment as was the
case four years ago.

Second, despite
what you may have heard,
an individual’s support for
Trump does not necessarily
indicate more general id-
iocy.

Believe it or not,
COVID-19 really is a thing,
people really are worried
about it, and it really is sen-
sible to take precautions.

Has COVID-19

been abused by opportunis-
tic bureaucrats and authori-
tarian politicians as an
excuse to violate our rights?
Yes.

Have we found
ourselves bombarded by
dubious claims about every-
thing from how COVID-19
is transmitted to what must
be done for humanity to
survive it? Absolutely.

Have mask-wear-
ing and other measures
transcended their practical
containment value and be-
come more like public tes-
timonials to belief in junk
“science” as a state-spon-
sored religion? Yep.

The “lockdowns”
should never have hap-
pened, it’s a good thing
they’re ending, and the

sooner life gets back to
something resembling nor-
mal the better.

On the other hand,
it’s a real disease that’s re-
ally killing people, and tak-
ing reasonable precautions
is, well, reasonable.

Yes, as freedom
returns, some people will
throw caution entirely to the
winds. They should be free
to act like idiots, right up to
the point they actually—not
prospectively, not hypothet-
ically, ACTUALLY—cause
harm to non-consenting
others.

They should also
be free to refrain from act-
ing like idiots.

Packing tens of
thousands of people from
hundreds or thousands of
miles around into an arena
for a rally in Tulsa was an id-
iotic idea that might as well
have been designed specifi-
cally to maximize the spread
of COVID-19. But hey, it
turned out that most of
Trump’s supporters from that
area weren’t idiots after all.

Packing thousands
of Republicans from all
over the country into an
arena in Jacksonville,
Florida in August, or hun-
dreds of Libertarians from
50 states into a hotel ball-
room in Orlando, Florida in
July, for gratuitous “na-
tional convention events”
are idiotic ideas too.

No, those events
shouldn’t be prohibited.
Freedom demands that they
not be interfered with. But
freedom also allows us non-
idiots to avoid the events
and scorn their organizers.

Thomas L. Knapp
(Twitter: @thomaslknapp)
is director and senior news
analyst at the William Lloyd
Garrison Center for Liber-
tarian Advocacy Journal-
ism (thegarrisoncenter.org).
He lives and works in north
central Florida.
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Our Children’s Lives Are Too
Precious To Risk Reopening
Schools Without A Safety Plan

I Am Black, and I Am A Democrat, But, ‘I Ain’t’ Voting For Joe Biden This November 
BY STATE REPRESENTATIVE VERNON JONES (D-Lithonia)

‘Listening’ to Blacks
Shouldn’t Be Conditional
BY REV. DEAN NELSON

Too many whites on the right and left only want
to listen to Blacks who agree with them on everything.

The horrifying murders of Ahmaud Arbery, Bre-
onna Taylor, and George Floyd has sparked unprecedented
conversations about race in America on every imaginable
platform. I have been touched by many white friends
reaching out and asking about my experiences of being
black in America, but I have also been frustrated by how
much of the conservation still seems to be dominated by
whites, both conservative and liberal. Far too many of my
black friends and family members have experienced whites
of all ideological stripes lecturing them on what they
should feel and think.

Perhaps the most outrageous of these cases oc-
curred when my good friend and mentor to countless conser-
vatives-black, white, young and old-Mrs. Kay Coles James,
penned a thoughtful and balanced reflection on the current
state of affairs in our nation, I was deeply touched by her
courage and eloquence. Her words reflected what nearly
every black American conservative I know feels: we love our
country, we refuse to use race as an excuse not to be and do
our best, but we know America still has a race problem.

Tucker Carlson-a well-known figure with a pop-
ular show on Fox News-responded to Mrs. James’ incred-
ibly moving piece by accusing her on his television
program of penning “a long scream denouncing America
as an irredeemably racist nation.” This is beyond absurd.
Mrs. James wrote, “There is no other country like ours in
the world—nothing compares to its greatness.” Like count-
less black leaders before her, she is merely calling us to
live up to America’s best ideals. And you can’t do that if
you won’t acknowledge there’s a problem in the first place.

The work of healing America’s racial wounds is
not done. Mrs. James has a responsibility, as not only the
leader of America’s preeminent conservative think tank,
but also as a black female conservative, to speak out on
difficult issues regarding race relations. But Carlson’s com-
ments remind me that some- on the right and the left- want
to engage blacks in the “national conversation” only when
those blacks are saying exactly what they want to hear. If
you are a black liberal, you’d better not challenge the lib-
eral orthodoxy surrounding abortion or family structure. 

You will be cancelled. And if you are a black con-
servative, you’d better not acknowledge that racism exists
or plays any role in the challenges our nation faces today.
You will be denounced as an America-hater, no matter how
many decades you have worked to make your country the
best it can be.

The black conservatives I know are not conserva-
tive because we think race is not a problem in this country.
We are conservative because we think that economic pros-
perity, limited government and strong families are best for
all Americans, including black Americans. We are conser-
vative because we think black Americans deserve more au-
tonomy over our own lives, not less, and we a government
that protects our right to create the good life for ourselves
rather than asks us to wait naively for a magical set of so-
cial services to rescue us.

I am a generation younger than Mrs. James and
enjoyed a very happy childhood in rural Fauquier County,
Virginia. But I heard the N-word as a matter of course.
There was a restaurant in our town that refused service to
blacks well into the 1980’s. As children, my cousin and I
were chased into the woods by a white man with a gun.
My high school guidance counselor told me not to take
Latin because she said I would fail and encouraged me to
enlist in the military instead of applying to college. Some
friends who cheered my admission to Howard raised their
eyebrows when I transferred to the University of Virginia.

As an adult, I have-like nearly every black man
in America-been pulled over by cops for no reason, as has
my almost 19-year-old son. A white woman allowed her
dog to bite me while I was jogging on a public sidewalk in
my own neighborhood because she said I got too close to
her. My daughter was falsely accused of shoplifting at 13.
Like most, I could go on.

I want to clarify that my experiences have been
very, very mild compared to those of many of my friends
and relatives and that I have never been traumatized or de-
fined by them. I have raised my kids to love this country
and to never use their race as an excuse for not working as
hard as they can. But I will not raise them to deny the re-
alities they and their friends and relatives experience, nor
do I want to leave them a world where blacks are only al-
lowed in the conversation to the degree that we make peo-
ple like Tucker Carlson comfortable.

Rev. Dean Nelson is chairman of the Douglass
Leadership Institute, www.DLINSTITUTE.org.
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